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As the March 20 general elections approach, violent attacks against supporters of the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) have grown. The political violence against the left is now
aggravated by constant problems in voter registration and allegations that the governing Nationalist
Republican Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA) party is attempting to limit FMLN
participation in the post-election vote count, all of which create doubts over the legitimacy of the
electoral contest, billed as the culmination of the Salvadoran peace process.
In a Jan. 10 press conference, the FMLN's human rights secretary, Rolando Orellana, declared
that since the Jan. 16, 1992, signing of the Salvadoran peace accords, a total of 36 FMLN members
have been assassinated. Three of the killings occurred in 1992, and the remaining 33 during 1993.
Among those assassinated were three top-level FMLN leaders Francisco Velis, Heleno Castro,
and Mario Lopez all killed between October and December of last year. "About 95% of the crimes
committed against FMLN members have not been resolved due to a lack of will on the part of
judicial authorities," said Orellana.
Orellana added that the FMLN "emphatically rejects" the government's position that most of the
killings have been the work of common criminals. FMLN leaders say the pace of the killings and
other attacks against demobilized rebels has picked up as the elections grow closer, in what they
characterize as a well-orchestrated campaign to intimidate voters from supporting the left in the
March 20 balloting. Indeed, on Jan. 11, FMLN leader Juan Ramon Medrano told reporters that Simon
Cartagena, an FMLN candidate for the city council in Huizucar, about 25 km. south of San Salvador,
was shot to death by unknown assailants who stormed his home on Jan. 10. Cartagena's 13 yearold daughter Patricia was also killed in the attack. Medrano characterized the slaying as a political
crime, noting that none of the victims' personal belongings were taken.
In a separate press conference also held on Jan. 11, FMLN leader Gerson Martinez accused the
governing ARENA party of preparing a "technical fraud" by applying pressure on electoral
authorities to impede participation by the FMLN on the departmental boards which will oversee
the voting. According to Martinez, in December Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo
Electoral, TSE) president Arturo Zaldivar swore in all members of the boards, which will run the
elections in each of the country's 14 departments. Under terms of the electoral law, all political
parties participating in the elections then voted to select one board member to preside over each of
the departmental boards.
Martinez said that as a result of the vote, FMLN members were elected to preside over seven of
the 14 boards. He added that recalcitrant sectors within the governing party oppose the results and
have thus been exerting pressure on the TSE to declare the process invalid and to select a new set
of board presidents. Martinez characterized ARENA's efforts to have the board elections nullified
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as "the most serious problem which has taken place since the electoral process began," and called
on the international community and the UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL) to block such efforts by
ARENA.
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